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Dichotomous Key – Pages 2-4 

Crossword Puzzle – Pages 5-7 

Coloring Sheet – Page 8 
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Whose Shell is This? 

 

 

Scientists can use a tool called a dichotomous key to help them identify 

different animals. Try picking one shell at a time from the picture above, 

carefully observe it and answer the yes or no questions on the next 

page. Follow the arrows to see if you can figure out what animal the 

shell belongs to!   
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Does the 
shell have 

two halves? 

    

         

   Yes  No    

 

Is the 
outside 
dark in 
color? 

     

 
Is it 

swirled? 

 

         
Yes  No    Yes  No 

    

Is it pointy 
on both 
ends? 

    

         

   Yes  No    
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It’s a mussel’s shell!               It’s a whelk’s shell!                            It’s a limpet’s shell! 

 

 

 

                                  It’s a clam’s shell!                         It’s a turban snail’s shell! 
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Marine Animal Crossword Puzzle 
 

       1           2   

            3        

 4         5           

           6         

7    8               

                   

      9   10          

 11                  

           12        
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DOWN: ACROSS: 

1.  
5. 1.  7. 

2.  8. 3.  10. 

3.  9.  4.  11.  

  6.  12.  

 

WORD BANK: 

CRAB, SNAIL, OCTOPUS, SHRIMP, SEACUCUMBER, ANEMONE, SEAWEED, 

CLAM, SEAHARE, URCHIN, SEAJELLY, SQUID, SEASTAR, SANDDOLLAR 
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Answer key 
 

       1 S Q U I D      2 S  

       H     3 S E A W E E D 

 4 S E A S T A R  5 A   A     A  

       I  N  6 S N A I L  J  

7S E A C 8U C U M B E R  D     E  

    R   P  M   D     L  

    C  9C   10O C T O P U S  L  

 11S E A H A R E  N   L     Y  

    I  A   E  12C L A M     

    N  B      A       

            R       
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